
SponsoredbyStaffCITYOFSEWARDALASKAPLANNINGANDZONINGCOMMISSIONRESOLUTIONNO200102ARESOLUTIONOFTHESEWARDPLANNINGANDZONINGCOMMISSIONPROVIDINGARECOMMENDATIONTOTHECITYCOUNCILREGARDINGTHEJESSELEEHOMEPROPERTYWHEREASin1995theCityofSewardfiledaforeclosureactionontheJesseLeeHomepropertyLots15Aand15BJesseLeeHeightsSubdivisionAdditionNo4forunpaidassessmentsandassociatedpenaltiesandinterestFollowingthattheCityandthepropertyownerenteredintoasettlementagreementthatwouldhavedischargedthepropertyassessmentsifrestorationandredevelopmentofthehistoricstructuresonthepropertywerecompletedThatagreementexpiredonSeptember302000therestorationandredevelopmentoftheJesseLeeHomehasnotbeenaccomplishedandtheCityisnowinapositiontocompletetheforeclosureprocessandobtainthepropertyandWHEREAStheKenaiPeninsulaBoroughhasalsoinitiatedforeclosureontheJesseLeeHomepropertyfordelinquentpropertytaxesandWHEREAStheJesseLeeHomeforChildrenwaslistedontheNationalRegisterofHistoricPlacesin1995forthecriticalroleitplayedinservingthehealthcareandeducationalneedsofAlaskasnativechildrenorphanedduringawaveofdevastatingepidemicsandbecausethehomefosteredmanychildrenwhohavedistinguishedthemselvesinawidevarietyoffieldsandWHEREASJohnBenBennyBensonJrdesignedAlaskasflagwhileresidingattheJesseLeeHomeandthesitewashonoredasthelocationforthefirstofficialraisingoftheAlaskastateflagonJuly91927andWHEREAStheJesseLeeHomewhichopenedasanorphanagein1926hasremainedvacantandabandonedsince1965Thetworemainingstructuresareinpoorconditionanda1999reportpreparedbyNelsonMFranklinPEofFranklinAssociatesConsultingEngineersontheconditionofthebuildingsstatedthatthestructuresshouldbeconsideredunstableandWHEREAStheJesseLeeHomehasbeenconsistentlycitedbySewardresidentsasahighpriorityforhistoricpreservationhowevermanyresidentsalsofeelitssalvationisbeyondthescopeofasmallcommunityandthatitsstatusasastatehistorictreasureandhomeoftheAlaskaflagdesignshouldberecognizedand
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